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David Garneau, “Unsettling (Quilt), 2011”
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More 
is More: 

an interview on curating with 
Belinda harrow

SaskGalleries made their second 
foray into the Scottsdale Arizona 
art market in March of 2015. 
(See article below.) Contracting 
independent curator Belinda 
Harrow, whose day job is 
Permanent Collection Consultant 
at the Saskatchewan Arts Board, to 
curate the multi-artist exhibition 
resulted in a diverse roster of some 
of Saskatchewan’s most exciting 
artists. Belinda spoke with Slate 
Fine Art Gallery owner, Kimberley 
Fyfe about her experience.

KF: as someone who’s worked with 
the arts Board Permanent collection 
for more than three years, you have 
a great knowledge of saskatchewan 
artists, historical and contemporary. 
how did your experience inform 
your process of choosing work for 
saskGalleries Saskatchewan show?

Bh:  working with the arts Board 
Permanent collection, i’m very 
familiar with saskatchewan artists that 
represent the talent and creativity of 
this province. fortunately, many of 
those artists are represented at 
saskGalleries membership galleries,  
so it came down to first making 
choices of artists that would show 
the diversity of our province and also 
ensuring to include a balanced amount 
of work from each gallery. There 
were some saskatchewan artists that 

i would have liked to include in this 
exhibition but they are not currently 
represented by any participating 
galleries and i had to work within the 
parameters i was given.

KF: what are some things you 
learned as you were choosing artwork 
for the Saskatchewan show?

Bh:  Visiting the eight galleries to 
select the work i was able to see 
just how much great work there is 
to choose from right now. Many 
new artists that are being featured 
in saskatchewan’s commercial 
galleries stand at par with what’s in 
public shows. however, i do think 
there is definitely room for more 
emerging and indigenous artists 
to be represented in commercial 
saskatchewan galleries.

KF: how much did the audience you 
were trying to reach influence the 
artwork you chose for the show?

Bh:  i’ve never curated such a 
large group exhibition for an 
international venue before so it was 
a challenge. while i knew this was 
an amazing opportunity to introduce 
saskatchewan art to scottsdale, the 
goal was to sell the art, so i looked 
closely at what sold the year before. 
i wanted to create a vibrant diverse 
exhibition for the canadian snowbirds 
and americans. i felt a responsibility 

to represent of all types of artists: 
emerging, mid-career and established, 
male and female, indigenous, non-
indigenous as well as all forms of art 
2D and 3D, fine art and craft. 

KF: once the show was installed in 
the space how powerful do you feel it 
was in conveying saskatchewan?

Bh:  as the consultant for the 
saskatchewan arts Board’s 
Permanent collection, i get to 
promote and support the visual 
arts in saskatchewan every day. 
The incredible artists creating art 
here makes it easy to wave the 
saskatchewan art flag proudly. i 
was not surprised by the positive 
reaction by visitors to the exhibition. 
People got excited seeing the large 
“saskatchewan” sign outside 
the gallery and it tells me that 
saskatchewan is already strongly 
identified as a vibrant creative artistic 
province.

KF: what do you feel the possibilities 
are for further shows?

Bh:  scottsdale is a great opportunity 
in that there is a built-in canadian 
audience and an exhibition such as 
this grows both the Us and canadian 
market in one event. Many of the 
american buyers in scottsdale were 
from the northern United states. i 
think they were attracted to what 
we had to offer by the similarity of 
landscape between our province and 
their state.

KF: what advice would you have for 
the next guest curator? 

Bh:  Talk to the gallery owners who 
know the artists and their art practice 
well; you can discover exciting work 
this way. The gallery owners are 
passionate about the artists they 
represent. My choices were not always 
the galleries’ first choices, but to 
truly be a saskatchewan show it was 
important to include diversity of artists 
and art work. it is not always the case 
when curating an exhibition but for 
the saskGalleries Saskatchewan 
exhibition in scottsdale arizona more 
was more! •

Belinda Harrow

Curator, Saskatchewan Art Show and Gallery

Kevin Pee-Ace, “Changing Directions”, 

Acrylic on canvas, 59” x 35”



A show 2,554 kM in 
the MAking 
saskaTchewaN iN scoTTsDale

feeding off enthusiasm created in 2014, saskGalleries, with support from 
creative saskatchewan, presented their second saskatchewan pop-up 
exhibition in scottsdale, arizona from March 10- april 4, 2015.

hundreds of saskatchewan snowbirds visited the gallery and got their 
pictures taken in front of the gallery, but most importantly, four times the 
amount of artwork and fine craft was sold in 2015 as compared to 2014. 
“we learned from our experience in 2014,” commented linda stark, 
saskGalleries’ President of the Board, “This year we had an external curator 
[Belinda harrow] and a wider variety of artists and sizes of work so people 
who were travelling could walk out of the gallery with their new piece of 
saskatchewan artwork under their arm and local collectors could sink their 
teeth into larger pieces as well.”

scottsdale was chosen as the locale for the pop-up gallery after saskGalleries 
conducted research in 2013 into what North american market would be 
the best to develop for saskatchewan galleries. The answer came back: 
scottsdale. The city has more than 100 commercial art galleries and a median 
annual income of more than $70,000.

in all, 120 pieces by 23 saskatchewan artists and fine crafters travelled down 
to scottsdale. The artists were a combination of emerging, mid-career and 
senior artists. •

Lighten up
we all love bright, sunny light, but it can be really 
damaging for the art in your home. Direct sunlight or 
other harsh light can fade paintings and prints. when you 
purchase your art talk with the gallery owner. let them 
know where you’re planning on putting your art. They can 
tell you how to protect and display it. here are some easy 
tips to remember; hang your paintings away from direct 
sunlight and use low-wattage incandescent lighting for 
your paintings (there’s no harmful–to-art ultraviolet/UV 
light in them). if you have fluorescent lights, use UV filters 
or sleeves or use UV glass on the art. and, avoid using 
“picture lights” that attach to the top of the frame, they 
can damage the art by causing localized heating. •

Gregory Hardy, “Road and Indigo Sky”

2013, Acrylic on linen, 48” x 36”

New 
Hues

Art DeAler symposIum    October 5, 2015

a one-day event about what’s trending in the professional art gallery world. 
first Nations art Discussion Panel and keynote speaker Nicole klagsbrun, NYc.

Go to www.saskGalleries.ca for more details.

MAtA gALLery
“Choose work that challenges you, moves you…strong art is loved and enjoyed for 

a long time.” formerly Mysteria Gallery, regina’s Mata Gallery recently moved to an 

intriguing new space at Broad and 15th avenue. The gallery deals in contemporary 

art and fine studio jewelry. Talk with owners Marlo Gebhardt and chad Jacklin. 
www.MataGallery.com
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Galleries 360 is published quarterly by the Saskatchewan 

Professional Art Galleries Association, 325-1831 College 

Avenue, Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 4V5, (306) 775-3323 

or info@saskgalleries.ca. The opinions expressed by 

the authors or subject matter do not necessarily reflect 

those of all galleries or our Board, but then again, they 

might. SaskGalleries is a not-for-profit organization that 

represents the commercial galleries in Saskatchewan 

whose aim is to promote, encourage and develop the 

Saskatchewan commercial art gallery industry and the 

purchasing of original art. If you are interested in any of 

the gorgeous artwork or amazing galleries you see here, 

please contact the gallery directly about buying a piece or 

applauding an artist they represent. To become a member 

of SaskGalleries, please go to our website. 

saskGalleries is üBer 
GraTefUl To oUr fUNDer:

because  saskatchewan art rocks

www.SASKGALLERIES.ca
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Terry Fenton – LAND and SEA
art Placement, saskatoon
Reception: Saturday, Sept 19, 2 p.m.
sept 19 – oct 15, 2015 

Robert Christie – SERIOUS PLAY
art Placement, saskatoon, sk
Reception: Saturday, Oct 17, 2 p.m.
oct 17 – Nov 12, 2015  

Julie Gutek & Dave Bauml
collector’s choice art Gallery, saskatoon
oct 20 – oct 31, 2015

Jack Sures – EIGHTY-ONE  
slate fine art Gallery, regina
Reception: Thursday, Nov 12, 5-8 p.m.
Nov 12 – Dec 5, 2015  

Kelly Goerzen – LIGHT and COLOUR
art Placement, saskatoon
Reception: Saturday, Nov 14, 2 p.m.
Nov 14 – Dec 10, 2015  

HOLIDAY MINIATURE SHOW
assiniboia Gallery, regina
Nov 20 – Dec 23, 2015  

June J Jacobs – WHITE on WHITE
handwave Gallery, Meacham
oct 30 – Dec 20, 2015  

Olga Kardash & Irene Knott
collector’s choice art Gallery, saskatoon
Nov 17 – Nov 28, 2015 

Gallery Artists – OF the HAND
handwave Gallery, Meacham
sept 25 – oct 29, 2015

David Langevin & Debbie Wozniak-Bonk
INTO the WOODS
assiniboia Gallery, regina
sept 26 – oct 17, 2015

Zachari Logan – WUNDERKAMMER
slate fine art Gallery, regina
Reception: Saturday, Oct 10, 4-7 p.m.
oct 8 – Nov 7, 2015 

Rachelle Kearns & Frances Werry –
NEW WORK
assiniboia Gallery, regina
oct 23 – Nov 14, 2015 

Richard Lamartine & 
Malaika Charbonneau
collector’s choice art Gallery, saskatoon
Nov 3 – Nov 14, 2015

Valerie Munch & Chris MacClure 
collector’s choice art Gallery, saskatoon
oct 6 – oct 17, 2015


